


Hi, my name is Megan Gossett.
 I am an 18-year-old senior at
Easley High School this year.  I
have been a member here at
Rock Springs Baptist Church for
twelve years now and I love
everything about this church and
the wonderful youth group here.
 I’ve always been in church, from
my first memories until now.  I

might not have always been as faithful with church as I should
be and I might not live the perfect life, but God helps me through
every single day.  He has also helped me tremendously through
the past four years, and I am very thankful for what he has done
and what he has planned for my future.

I got saved and baptized around my seventh birthday.
 I was always the good kid growing up, never getting in trouble
for much of anything.  I was at church every Sunday and loved
God, but things began changing in middle school.  Four years
ago at church camp, I rededicated my life to the Lord and I am
very thankful for that.

Not everything has been easy since then, to say the least.  High
school was much more difficult than middle school for me.  I
have gone through extremely hard times since my freshman year
and I definitely have not lived the perfect life and I haven’t been
the best example for people to look up to.  But, I am proud to
say that God has been the strongest example in my life over my
senior year and I am thankful that he has pulled me through
everything I’ve encountered.  I am also looking forward to what
he has in store for me in my future.

My name is Chelsea Caraway
and I am a senior at Easley High
School as well as a member of
the Rock Springs Youth group,
Collide. When Jonathan Day first
asked me to write for this
newsletter I was excited, yet
nervous. I wasn’t exactly sure
of how to approach my entry,
however ;  once  I  began
brainstorming my thoughts lead

me back to a Wednesday night message given only weeks before.
“From Ordinary to Captivated”, was its title as well as its over
all theme.

Summer Son
Wednesday, June 9th, the Collide Student Ministry will have its
annual summer outdoor service at Rock Springs Park. This year
we will be moving it to the beginning of summer as a kick off
event. Summer Son events will be from 5:30 to 8:30. Regularly
scheduled Collide Service will be held from 6:30 to 7:30 during
the Summer Son event. Don’t let the Students in your community
miss it! Bring ‘em out for free food, games, and giveaways
galore. Prizes include gifts cards, an XBox 360, and an expense
paid trip to Summit 2010!

The Importance Of Recreating
Yourself
Our job as parents is not just to fight the culture but also to teach
our kids to see through its shallowness and the motives of those
who shape it. If we are going to build a strong culture in our homes
for our kids and rescue them from a culture bent on deception, we
have to start by recreating ourselves.

So often as parents we find ourselves doing the same things we
tell our kids not to do. We comment on the amount of time our
kids spend on on the internet and watching TV, but when it comes
down to it it’s easier for us to watch it too. Rather than taking the
time to pursue and invest in our kids sometimes we take the easier
route—just watching a movie together. How were we supposed to
know that the easier route would really be drawing our kids to the
culture that is deceiving them rather than to us?

If your teen attends all 180 days of school, seven hours a day, they
average 75,600 minutes in school, 224,640 minutes with some sort
of media and a mere 2002 talking seriously with their parents in
one year. The average parent spends 38.5 minutes in meaningful
conversation with his or her kid each week compared to 72 hours
of media per week. Who do you think will have more influence?

As leaders in the internet and movie industry Bill Gates, Steven
Spielberg, and Tom Cruise have restricted their kids in the very
things they have created.

Bill Gates only allows his own children 45 minutes a day on the
Web. Do you think he perceives the addictive nature of entertainment
on the Internet? Perhaps that is why he refuses to allow his kids
to get sucked into what he made effortless for the masses to access.

Steven Spielberg and Tom Cruise will not permit their children to
watch more than one hour of TV each day. What do they know
about television that we don’t? They are making sure their kids
don’t get sucked in and become followers culture.

We are not only apart of the culture but ignorant to it. We must
make a change and it must start with us. We need to ReCreate
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Ourselves.
ReCreating yourself is a mindset change. So often as parents we
fervently try to instill values we never possessed in our childhood.
We know first hand the affects some of these bad decisions can
have on people because we have experienced them. We know what
these things are like and want our kids to stay as far away from
them as possible. As parents we sometimes have the tendency to
express our feelings of love and concern in a way that doesn’t
show our heart, but rather capitalizes on what our kids did wrong.
Take this story from my own life:

I can recall an instance on one of our family vacations when my
girls were 13 and 14 years old, and my son was 7. We were on a
cruise ship, and the girls rushed back to the room later than when
they said they would be back. Even though they were only 10
minutes late, I made a big deal and was very angry about it. My
anger was motivated by the fact that I was terribly alarmed. They
were on a cruise ship and were supposed to be with friends; but
they could have been anywhere. I was about to start a panic search
all over the boat. My fear for their safety was unleashed in anger.

Afterward, I realized the damper” I had put on the vacation
experience. I had not truly communicated the intentions of my
heart and the reason why I had responded so angrily. I knew I was
in danger of leaving them with a memory of this entire vacation
as the night Papa got mad and wrecked our vacation. Dramatic
action was required.

When the family got up the next day, they weren’t sure whether
I would still be mad. I had gotten up earlier and met with God and
felt the rebuke of the Holy Spirit in my heart, and began to ponder
what I could do to make it right. Once everyone was up, I asked
them to forgive me. I told them it was unnecessary to be so angry.
Although what they did was wrong, my reaction was also wrong.
I asked them if we could start the vacation over. They said okay.
I said, “I want you to forget about last night. I’m going to walk
out the door. When I come back in, I’m going to tell you what I
was really feeling in my heart last night.

When I walked back in, I began to tell the girls how worried I was
about them and how precious they are to me. I wouldn’t want
anything to happen to them. I got on my knees and began to hug
them, with tears streaming down my face, saying, “I’m so thankful
that you are safe. Please don’t do that to me again!”

As parents we need to be real with our children. Our openness and
vulnerability with them will set the tone for our children’s
interactions with us. The battle for our kids hearts can be won and
it starts with us.

This article was adapted from Ron's book, Re-Create: Building a
Culture in Our Homes That Is Stronger Than the Culture Deceiving
Our Kids. Look for it at your nearest bookstore, or visit
www.battlecry.com for more information.

The middle school’s youth minister was the guest speaker for
the evening and discussed how easily we as humans begin to
lose interest with certain objects or people, and how redundant
our relationships can become. He then of course related this to
Christ and our relationship with Him as Christians. This allowed
me the unique opportunity to question my faith as well as my
relationship with my savior.

It was then that I began to view my walk with God as someone
detached from the situation and attempted to decipher just how
far I had begun to stray from His assistance and His love. I felt
as though it had been so long since I had actually allowed Christ
to speak to me or answer any of my questions. Well, not that he
could have answered any because I had failed to take the time
to even ask them. It was not long until I began to realize how
much easier life could have been my senior year of High School
if I had simply let Him in. How is it that anyone could ignore
the one responsible for all life, or better yet, lose interest in
someone all knowing and powerful? He is literally omniscient.
God’s advice is better than anyone else’s yet I had been satisfied
using my own judgment for the navigation of life rather than
His? Lets just say that once all of this hit me I felt really stupid.

I began to hate the apathetic attitude I had developed for my
God and wished the term itself would all together disappear.
God is MY God. I feel like the statement itself has brought on
a whole new meaning to me now. Jesus Christ is MY savior. To
tell myself this sounded as though it were some sort of a reminder
but I suddenly needed something to help cement the concept in
my brain. Somehow it seemed unreal that the same being which
imagined the galaxy, then actually brought it to life could also
imagine me, then care enough to carry out my creation. I had
lived so many of my days with vigor and passion, yet the year
before I was expected to move to school I began to stray? How
was it that before I faced college, with no rules or regulations
binding me, I decided that a personal relationship with my
CREATOR was unnecessary?

I asked myself this question several times before concluding that
God still had my life under control. Through my time of
abandonment, He never once left my side. The damage had not
yet been done and, even though there were numerous occasions
which could have seriously wounded my testimony, He was able
to successfully pull me in.

I then knew that at the end of the day, God is and always will
be the inescapable creator that He was yesterday and the day
before that. No matter what decisions we make, God will always
be there to guide and protect. For, he truly is an awesome God,
whether or not we’re willing to accept or listen.
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